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Dear Pastor,
I recently heard that because of COVID-19 many congregations are
returning to worship with only about 45% of their congregation
present on a Sunday morning. Is that true?
Dear Parishioner,
Yes, that is true. Most congregations have seen a drop in worship attendance. My
guess is some people are still afraid to be out and about even though they may be
vaccinated. Some are cautious because masking has become optional as society tries
to return to the old normal. Others are still under lockdown by family members
because they fear for their elderly loved ones. Still others have simply grown lazy due
to a lack of attendance this past year. But COVID-19 and the variants that are
currently plaguing us are only part of this attendance issue.
The truth is current studies show that many Christians today seem to forget who we
are and whose we are. The church has so completely adapted itself to life in the world
and to the structures of our society that it acts like merely one of many institutions or
events competing for people’s time, loyalty, and commitment. The church, the body of
Christ, has in many cases been replaced by a variety of social institutions and other
events as well from which we can pick and choose on a given Sunday. “Worship God
this Sunday in the church of your choice,” we are told. But there seem to be many
other choices for social interaction as well: Lion’s Club, Optimists, Elks Lodge, Packer
Parties, Camping at the lake, or the Cottage up North.

But Jesus described a different sort of church. He describes a people who are united
with each other in a way that Jesus is united with God. The church is a people who
share in the divine life together, who are the glory of the world, and who reveal God’s
own perfection in the unity which they share on a regular basis. This is not a
comfortable subject for American Christians to talk about. It goes against the idea that
every person should have the opportunity to choose freely from any number of
competing groups or events which are most attractive to them. And sad to say worship
is often somewhere at the bottom of this list of choices.
At the same time Paul tells us that we should spare no effort to build up the bonds of
peace and unity given us by the Spirit. Yet we would rather find comfortable niches in
which to worship God. As a result, those outside the church find a profoundly confusing
number of versions of the Christian Gospel and find it difficult to choose. But even
worse is the fact that far too often each of these separate groups enshrines only one
social or economic class and all too often one ethnic or racial group. There is a different
picture in Scripture, however. Jesus prays for a united humanity that reveals God to
the world. Paul exhorts us to share in a oneness like that of God.
Yes, we are strangers in this world, strangers above all because we are united in one
God, one faith, one baptism. There is no longer an approach to God which excludes
some people because of race, color, or creed. There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave
or free, male or female. All are one in God. When we partake of the Lord’s Supper in
worship, we find that there is nothing more real and valid than sharing food and drink
together in the presence of God. In worship together we also find that our baptismal
bath has given us a new identity which is bound up in the lives of one another. I can
say these things because through that baptism we all become family. Continued on Page 2.
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We are strangers in this world that is true, but also a family that gathers together
regularly. Pray brothers and sisters that we all may be one even as Christ and the
Father are one. I hope to see you soon in our gathering place. The lights will be on each
and every Sunday. Come family of God and give God the glory. Remember the
Incarnation, God revealed in flesh and blood.
Peace and Joy, Pastor Ralph

A NEW TAKE ON DAILY BIBLE READINGS
As a new school year begins for students across the country, an opportunity
arises for many of us to begin a new adventure of our own. Many people have found
that taking a moment each morning to read the Bible and pray is a wonderful way to
prepare themselves for whatever the day has to offer. Some Bible readers have found it
helpful to keep a journal of the insights they gain while reading scripture. Throughout
this coming year you are invited to join with your brothers and sisters in Christ at
Incarnation on a personal journey through scripture!
This 365 day daily reading plan based on recent historical research and evidence
is designed to reintroduce you to the Bible, it’s important stories, and key themes that
have made God’s Word such a source of comfort and strength for people who turn to it
regularly for guidance, in a whole new way - in the chronological order of which the
events took place. This is a fantastic plan to follow if you wish to add historical context
to your reading of the Bible.
If you do not have your own Bible at home, and wish to participate, please reach
out to Pastor Ralph or the church office. If you have access to the internet,
www.biblegateway.com is a free online resource that will allow you to read the day’s
passage in many different translations of scripture.
September 1: Genesis 1-3
September 2: Genesis 4-7

September 17: Genesis 16-18

September 3: Genesis 8-11

September 18: Genesis 19-21

September 4: Job 1-5

September 19: Genesis 22-24

September 5: Job 6-9

September 20: Genesis 25-26

September 6: Job 10-13

September 21: Genesis 27-29

September 7: Job 14-16

September 22: Genesis 30-31

September 8: Job 17-20

September 23: Genesis 32-34

September 9: Job 21-23

September 24: Genesis 35-37

September 10: Job 24-28

September 25: Genesis 38-40

September 11: Job 29-31

September 26: Genesis 41-42

September 12: Job 32-34

September 27: Genesis 43-45

September 13: Job 35-37

September 28: Genesis 46-47

September 14: Job 38-39

September 29: Genesis 48-50

September 15: Job 40-42

September 30: Exodus 1-3

September 16: Genesis 12-15

September 31: Exodus 4-6
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SEPTEMBER CALENDAR
9/5 — 9:00AM — Sunday Morning Worship (Holy Communion)
9/9 — 9:30AM — Women’s Bible Study (Gather Magazine at Jean Watson’s Home)
9/12 — 9:00AM — Sunday Morning Worship
9/15 — 9:30AM — Women’s Bible Study (With Pastor Ralph at Incarnation)
9/19 — 9:00AM — Sunday Morning Worship (Holy Communion)
9/26 — 9:00AM — Sunday Morning Worship

WORSHIP LESSON READERS
September 5 — Bonnie Zima
September 12 — Sandy Krakow

October 10 — Bonnie Zima

September 19 — Jean Watson

October 17 — Sandy Krakow

September 26 — Ken Anderson

October 24 — Jean Watson

October 3 — Karen Nantelle

October 31 — Ken Anderson
As a reminder, Incarnation collects nonperishable food donations on behalf of
the Resurrection and Trinity Lutheran
Church Food Pantries. Donations can
be placed in the clear plastic bins located in the Narthex. Both Food Pantries
have seen an increase persons seeking
assistance, and donations are greatly
appreciated!

“Football, the Game of Life”

Joe Gibbs, the former coach of the Washington Redskins, spoke to a conference of
Baptist men in Orlando, Florida. He compared the game of football with the game of
life—a game we don’t want to lose. “We’ve got to have a head coach. We need a coach
who cares about us. That coach is God. God cares about us. God cares so much that
God willingly sacrificed his Son on our behalf. That’s love beyond what all of us can
comprehend.” Our team, the coach suggested, is really our family. “What you’re taking
care of at home is more important than what you’re taking care of at work.” He said.
Then he offered this advice: “Don’t ignore your wife and your family in order to be a
success. The most important thing you can leave in life is your influence at home.” “The
Bible,” Gibbs pointed out “is God’s game plan.” If we follow God’s game plan, we’ll be
able to handle any setbacks or losses. Indeed, we may discover that our losses end up
being the greatest victories in our life. In closing, Gibbs said, “The real question is: How
are we playing?”
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A NEW ADDITION TO OUR
WORSHIP AND STUDY
SPACES —
THE HOLY BIBLE!
As we begin the transition from summer to
fall, the Incarnation Church Council sets its
eyes towards further reinvigoration of our
worship space and our gatherings together.
With these thoughts in mind, it is the desire of
the Church Council to outfit our pews with
copies of The Holy Bible.
The Bible that has been chosen (pictured on
the left) is printed by Augsburg Fortress, the
official publishing house of the ELCA. It is a
durable, hardcover edition bound in a familiar
“cranberry” colored material, designed to
match aesthetically with the Evangelical
Lutheran Worship Hymnal which is already
present in our pews, and uses the New Revised Standard translation of the Holy
Scriptures.
Bibles can be used by worshipers as part of their pre-service prayer time as well as to
view an alternate translation of the days assigned scripture readings and for reference
during the day’s Sermon. These Bibles will also make their way into the classrooms and
fellowship hall as part of future Bible Studies and Confirmation classes at Incarnation.
Bibles will be purchased with the help of the congregation through your donations to
a new Pew Bible Fund. Each Bible will cost $17.50. Individual donors will be provided
the option to have memorial or honorary messages placed on the inside of the front
cover of each Bible that they donate, once the bibles have been obtained. If you wish
to contribute to the Pew Bible Fund, you can do so through the weekly offering by
filling out the short form below and including it with your donation and envelope, or
Incarnation Lutheran Church Pew Bible Fund Donation
NAME:_____________________________________________________________

NUMBER OF BIBLES I/WE WISH TO FUND:____________

INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
920 499-2011
incarnationgb@gmail.com
2071 Ninth Street
Green Bay, WI 54304
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP
PREVIEW

Sunday, 9/5: James tells us to stop showing
favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich
visitor with more honor than the poor one.
Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his
first response to the Syrophoenician woman in
today’s gospel. Was he testing her faith in
saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant
for God’s children? Or was he speaking out of
his human worldview, but transcended those
limits when she took him by surprise with her
reply? Either way, the story tells us that God
shows no partiality. Everyone who brings a need to Jesus is received with equal honor as a child and heir.

Sunday, 9/12: Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This week
we hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is Jesus’
invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to do with Jesus’
words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is
anointed in Mark only on the way to the cross; so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross.
Sunday, 9/19: Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over
which one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then, to make it
concrete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to welcome the children God
puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, and to give them a place of honor in the
assembly.
Sunday, 9/26: Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and
the disciples want him stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about the elders who
prophesied without official authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus
welcomes good being done in his name, even when it is not under his control. The circle we form around
Jesus’ word must be able to value good being done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t keep
tabs on.

