Incarnation Image
FALL CLEANUP DAYS
Saturday, October 16th beginning at 9:00AM is Incarnation Indoor Cleanup
day, and Saturday, November 6th beginning at 9:00AM is Incarnation Outdoor
Cleanup Day. Please consider volunteering! Also, consider bringing children or
grandchildren (and their friends!) to help. Most school children can earn
service or volunteer hours for helping out. Who knows? Maybe they can learn
a little something from us as well! Signup sheets are available at Incarnation for
those who wish to participate.

OCTOBER CALENDAR
10/3 — 9:00AM — Sunday Morning Worship (Holy Communion)
10/10 — 9:00AM — Sunday Morning Worship
10/14— 9:30AM — Women’s Bible Study (Gather Magazine @ Jean Watson’s)
10/14— 6:30PM — Church Council Meeting
10/16— 9:00AM — Church Indoor Cleanup Day (SIGNUP SHEET IN NARTHEX)
10/17 — 9:00AM — Sunday Morning Worship
10/20 — 9:30AM — Women’s Bible Study (With Pastor Ralph at Incarnation)
10/24 — 9:00AM — Sunday Morning Worship (Holy Communion)
10/31 — 9:00AM — Sunday Morning Worship (REFORMATION SUNDAY)
Note: The November Edition of the Incarnation Image will be distributed on
Wednesday, November 3. We apologize in advance for this delay.

WORSHIP LESSON READERS
October 3 — Karen Nantelle

November 7 — Karen Nantelle

October 10 — Bonnie Zima

November 14 — Bonnie Zima

October 17 — Sandy Krakow

November 21 — Sandy Krakow

October 24 — Jean Watson

Wed. Nov. 24 —*VOLUNTEER NEEDED*

October 31 — Ken Anderson

November 28 — Jean Watson

UPCOMING SPECIAL WORSHIP SCHEDULE
10/31— Reformation Sunday

11/24— Thanksgiving Eve (2:00PM)

11/7—All Saints / Stewardship Sunday

11/28— First Sunday of Advent
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A LETTER FROM ILC COUNCIL PRESIDENT DON KNEISLER
The past 18 months has been difficult for all churches in America and Incarnation is
no different. Worship habits have changed, and pews remain empty. Empty pews
impact the congregation financially and in reduced volunteerism. If you have been
attending church in person, you may have noticed the same people volunteering
each Sunday whether it is greeting, lighting the candles or taking the offering to
the altar. Included in the October newsletter is a stewardship appeal, and you will
find the stewardship forms in your church mailbox. Please prayerfully consider
volunteering your time at Incarnation doing the various tasks needed to maintain
our ministries.
The empty pews have impacted the monthly financial reports. This year,
Incarnation has been experiencing a shortfall in giving vs. the budgetary
requirements by approximately $2,000.00 per month. Our financial obligations
have been met; however, there is a limit to how long we can draw from our cash
reserves.
The budget has been impacted in other ways as well. Council received a request
for transfer of membership for Lee and Karen Blom to Trinity Lutheran (see
September Council minutes). Another couple has notified us that they will be
transferring as well (official transfer notice pending).
In addition, Kaye Sterling’s last day as organist at Incarnation will be October 17th as
Don and Kaye are making Florida their permanent residence. We thank Kaye and
Don for their many years of dedication to our church and we wish both much
happiness and enjoyment in the years to come.
Because of the insurmountable financial shortfall, a special meeting of the council
was scheduled for Thursday, October 23rd to discuss the next course of action.
After the meeting was scheduled, a call was received from the family of Janice
Kommer with a request to meet with the pastor and council president on
Wednesday evening, September 22. The family presented a check of $40,401.70 to
Incarnation with the express purpose of using the money to pay bills and support
the existing ministries. Because of this gift, Incarnation has short term financial
security; however, declining membership and volunteerism remains an issue.
God has provided us another opportunity to continue as a congregation and we
will need everyone working together to bring glory to our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ.
Peace,
Don Kneisler
Council President
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Dear Pastor: I must admit I haven’t been in church now for several weeks. But I heard
through the grapevine that we are having some financial difficulties and might have to
close the church. Is this true? If so, what if anything can we do about it? I Certainly don’t
want our congregation to shut the doors and scatter to the four winds. I cannot imagine
that is God’s plan for us.
Dear Parishioner: Yes, it’s true. Finances are a “bit” tight right now. But as you can see
from other articles in this newsletter there is a ray or two of hope shining in the encroaching darkness. Yes, we will need to tighten our belts. Yes, we will need to do some soul
searching. Yes, we must begin some serious short term as well as long term planning. But
we must also remember that in the past Incarnation Lutheran Church existed because of
countless faithful members who donated their time, talent, treasure, and presence to
establish and maintain the congregation that is Incarnation. Indeed a few of the founders
of the congregation called charter members are still worshipping with us.
Yes, we are in a stress filled time. And COVID-19 with its variants and ramifications surely
hasn’t helped. But we must keep this foremost in our minds: we are a people of God and
as such God has promised to be with us always. Now that might seem rather trite, but as
Martin Luther so often said, “This is most certainly true.”
So, you along with other members might be thinking, “How will God help us? Haven’t we
gotten ourselves into this mess? Will God now leave us to fend for ourselves? The truth is
the answers to these questions are found in God’s actions in the past and in God’s written word for us today found in the Scriptures.
1). The God who loved Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob loves us. God is constant. God doesn’t
turn God’s love on and off [Hebrews 13:8] 2). We have not been abandoned by God. We
are the ones who often abandon God. God comes after us again and again. [1 John 3:1]
3). We need to remember that the Lord of the Church, which is the body of Christ, directs
us in our efforts and keeps us mindful of the Holy Spirit in our midst [Proverbs 16:9] 4).
There is no burden too large or too small for God’s concern. We can save ourselves many
hours of anxious thought if we establish a regular prayer life and come to God first with
our cares. [1 Peter 5:7]. 5). When problems seem to overwhelm us, we often suppose that
we can solve them by our own efforts. But only those who believe in Jesus receive help
and deliverance. [1 John 5:4-5].
Yes, God’s Word is full of words that encourage us. (Psalm 31:24) “Be strong and take
heart.” (Isaiah 41:10) “Do not fear, for I am with you. Do not be dismayed, for I am your
God.” Yes, our God is with us. God says, “Fear not. Be of good courage.”
So, what can we do? We must work, plan, and pray together. We must with grateful
hearts give of our thoughts, words, talents, and muscles. We must encourage and
support one another as well as our leaders. And in the end, we will give God the glory.
Shalom, Pastor Ralph
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INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
920 499-2011
incarnationgb@gmail.com
2071 Ninth Street
Green Bay, WI 54304
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR OCTOBER
October 1: Exodus 4-6
October 2: Exodus 7-9

October 17: Leviticus 11-13

October 3: Exodus 10-12

October 18: Leviticus 14-15

October 4: Exodus 13-15

October 19: Leviticus 16-18

October 5: Exodus 16-18

October 20: Leviticus 19-21

October 6: Exodus 19-21

October 21: Leviticus 22-23

October 7: Exodus 22-24

October 22: Leviticus 24-25

October 8: Exodus 25-27

October 23: Leviticus 26-27

October 9: Exodus 28-29

October 24: Numbers 1-2

October 10: Exodus 30-32

October 25: Numbers 3-4

October 11: Exodus 33-35

October 26: Numbers 5-6

October 12: Exodus 36-38

October 27: Numbers 7

October 13: Exodus 39-40

October 28: Numbers 8-10

October 14: Leviticus 1-4

October 29: Numbers 11-13

October 15: Leviticus 5-7

October 30: Numbers 14-15, Psalm 90

October 16: Leviticus 8-10

October 31: Numbers 16-17

