Incarnation Image
“A Fresh Look at Pentecost”
Fifty days after Jesus’ resurrection, on the day called Pentecost, the Christian church
was born. Because Pentecost was a holiday celebrating the harvest, the apostles and a
large crowd had gathered to celebrate in Jerusalem. Many people had assembled with
Peter and the other followers of Christ when “From heaven there came a sound like a
rush of a violent wind.” Then tongues of fire descended on everyone in the crowd. After
the wind and fire descended, all sorts of languages, known and unknown, came out of
the crowd. Each person spoke “about God’s deeds of power.” No wonder Luke wrote,
“All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’”
The whole affair was mind-boggling and life changing for those who experienced it.
The Holy Spirit had come upon many people as they experienced and knew God was
powerfully at work in their midst. On Pentecost many years ago, some 3000 people
came to believe in Christ. That is why Christians today remember this powerful event
as the birthday of the Christian church.
But what does Pentecost mean for us as members of the Christian faith today? This
year following the Seventh Sunday of Easter, we will gather on Sunday, May 23, as the
church to celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. On that day through the scripture
readings, crossing all boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness
of God’s love and mercy, to places we least expect it—to a crowd of friends and
strangers made up of different lands and languages, to dry bones as Ezekiel watches
them come to life, and to our weak hearts still coping with the COVID-19 pandemic.
Thinking of the pandemic reminds me that the Holy Spirit goes by many names
throughout scripture, and on the Day of Pentecost is often referred to as the Advocate.
Many of us can find some hope and comfort knowing that the Holy Spirit acts on our
behalf when we are exhausted from despair or riddled with anxiety.
Finally, Jesus promises his disciples on that first Pentecost and us today as well that
this same Spirit poured out will reveal the truth to us in all circumstances. Yes, we too
are visited by the Holy Spirit. And when does this happen? The Spirit empowers us
through our baptism, our confirmation, our weekly devotions and Bible readings, and
our prayers as well. But the Spirit is most active as we gather in corporate worship to
hear the spoken and the written word of God and sing God’s praises. And what do we
do at the conclusion of that worship service? Just like Christ’s disciples gathered in Jerusalem, we disperse to share the fullness of Christ’s love with the world.
Here’s a little something to summarize the activity of the Spirit in our lives.
Come, Holy Spirit. Come, Holy Guide. Teach me to follow and turn not aside.
Come, Holy Spirit. Come, Holy Fire. Burn into ashes each unclean desire.
Come, Holy Spirit. Come Holy Wind, you my forgiveness each time I have sinned.
Come, Holy Spirt. Spirit and soul, enter me; strengthen me; making me whole.
Come, Holy Spirit. Come, Holy breath. Fill me with peace at the hour of my death.
Come, Holy Spirit with hallowing strength. Lead me to heaven, my homeland at length.
Your other Advocate,

Pastor Ralph
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STEWARDSHIP … I WENT TO CHURCH….
Hello
I went to church this past Sunday and I am so glad I did. It was so wonderful to sit in the pew and look at everything with a new and fresh perspective. As I was sitting there, I got to thinking about everybody in the background and how lucky Incarnation Lutheran Church is to have them.
Of course, the first thing you notice is that the pew cushions and the Lutheran Book of Worship are gone from
the pews. Due to the pandemic restrictions, it is best to have them put aside for now. And you know what,
someone had to do that. Someone had to take time from their life to come to church and do that – now that’s
Stewardship in action.
Then you look at our beautiful new Altar area! Think of what all had to happen behind the scenes to get that
done. Discussions, layouts, colors, phone calls, research, quotes, letting construction crews into the church,
moving things around, cleaning up and preparing the Altar area for service – now that’s Stewardship in action.
The sanctuary itself. Clean and nice, musicians staged and ready, signs printed and laid out, and everything
ready for us – someone had to do all that, and that’s Stewardship in action.
And the service itself. Greeters, candle lighting, music, readers, bulletins, and opening the church up for
doors, heat and lighting. Just think of everyone involved – now that’s Stewardship in action.
Every time I look around, I see things that individuals in our congregation are doing with the gifts that God has
given them. And every time they use those gifts, that’s Stewardship!
Yes, Stewardship is about the finances of the church, but it is also about individuals using those gifts to create
a living body around and within the building we call Incarnation Lutheran Church.
In Christ
Allan Kvam
Stewardship

25-50 CELEBRATION—JUNE 13, 2021
Planning has begun at Incarnation to honor Paster Ralph Hankermeyer on June 13, 2021 as he marks his 25th
year as an ordained ELCA minister. It also marks the 50th year of his career as an a Christian educator. Please
join us Sunday June 13th in the sanctuary for a celebration worship service honoring this faithful shepherd of
the Cross. A reception will take place in the fellowship hall after service where we will enjoy a catered meal

and each other’s company. Please contact the church if you are planning to attend so we can get an accurate
counting for the caterer. We will have further updates as more information becomes available.

WORSHIP LESSON READERS
May 2nd—Karen Nantelle

May 30th—Jean Watson

May 9th—Jean Watson

June 6th—Karen Nantelle

May 16th—Ken Anderson

June 13th—Ken Anderson

May 23rd—Sandy Krakow

June 20th—Sandy Krakow
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treasurer’s report

SANCTUARY REMODEL FINAL FINANCIAL REPORT
The final cost for the altar area remodeling is $5,540.00 (material $2,590.00 and labor
$2,950.00). Added to the original scope of work was reframing of the raised portion at the left
side, subflooring was required after the demo was completed, additional flooring was added at
the Baptismal Font to make the area symmetrical and the communion railing needed to disassembled and re-installed to ensure a safe and secure area. Funding was provided by the Anderson Memorials and supplemented by additional memorials.
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SANCTUARY REMODEL COMPLETION

FINAL COMPLETION

DEMO COMPLETED

EASTER MORNING CELEBRATION
Incarnation Lutheran Church celebrated the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus The Christ, on Easter
morning in the newly remodeled sanctuary. The April 4th worship service marked the first time in over a
year that we were able to gather together in the sanctuary as a family of God. It also has been two years since
the last onsite Easter service as the 2020 Easter service was a virtual celebration due to the COVID concerns.
Assembled worshippers paused at the start of the service to remember the life and faithful service of Nancy
Anderson. Ken Anderson offered a glowing tribute to his wife and thanked Pastor Hankermeyer and the
congregation for their love and support for Nancy and this memorial project.

EXTERIOR SPRING CLEANING
A day of sprucing up the exterior of the church grounds is scheduled for May 8th (weather permitting). Sign-up sheets are available at the church or contact Rick Manning (altmar333@gmail.com

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Women’s Bible Study will begin May 19, 2021 at 9:30 a.m. in the fellowship. Pastor Ralph will lead
an in-depth study titled “Women Of The Bible”. Please contact Pastor Ralph if you are interested in
attending the onsite study.
RECYCLING EVENT—MAY 15, 2021—CANCELLED
The recycle event that was originally scheduled for May 15th at the Incarnation parking lot has been
cancelled. It will not be rescheduled at this time.
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INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL
Website: incarnationgb.com

MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, April 8, 2021

1.

CALL TO ORDER—Don Kneisler at 6:30 PM.

2.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS
Present Pastor - Ralph Hankermeyer
Present President – Don Kneisler
Present Vice President – Judy Trow
Present Treasurer – Myrna Herrbold

3.

DEVOTIONS – Judy Trow—Together with Jesus Daily Devotions

4.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA—
a)
Motion by: Aaron Hankermeyer

5.

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING
a)
Changes: None
b)
Motion by: Don Kneisler
Second by: Sherry Rasmussen

Present Allan Kvam
Present Rick Manning
Present Sherry Rasmussen
Presenb Aaron Hankermeyer

Second by: Rick Manning Approved

Approved

6.

PASTOR’S REPORT
– Pastor Ralph Hankermeyer
Communion
Individually or Phone = 8
In-Home = 2
All January / Sunday = 29
Holy Week Attendance
Maundy Thursday—14
Good Friday—19
Easter Sunday—48
Small discussion on Sunday School
Small discussion on Confirmation
Membership Updates and Health issues
Other updates listed under Worship & Music and Christian Education reports

7.

STANDING TEAMS:
Stewardship
– Allan Kvam
No report
Evangelism
– Don Kneisler
No report
Social Ministry
- Sherry Rasmussen (Sandy Krakow, Jean Watson)
Charitable Campaigns will continue (items for various food pantries)
Finance & Treasurer
– Myrna Herrbold
Written reports reviewed and approved
Christian Education
- Don Kneisler and Judy Trow
Women’s Bible Study begins May 19th 9:30 a.m. in fellowship hall
Additional Bible Studies being looked into (Men’s—Couples—Sunday Morning)
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INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL
Website: incarnationgb.com

MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED
7. STANDING TEAMS: CONTINUED
Building & Grounds
- Rick Manning
Altar Area remodel complete and looking very nice
Additional materials and time needed to complete the project
Final cost was above bid due to additions to the scope of the project
Lawn Rolling Completed
Sign Up sheet for lawn mowing
Sign Up sheet for Spring Cleanup May8, 2021
Recycling Project has been canceled at this time (original date May 15, 2021)
Sanctuary Area—musicians to be relocated to rear in front of piano / organ
- back two pews in front of piano relocated to front of church (one pew each side)
Worship & Music
– Aaron Hankermeyer and Myrna Herrbold
In Person worship attendance is going up – Online viewing is going down (as expected)
Summer Service
Sundays – we will try to have it in the Sanctuary but may move to Fellowship Hall where there
is air conditioning
Wednesday Night – working on the details, will know more in May
Holy Week – all went very well
Maundy Thursday at 2:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall
Good Friday at 2:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall
Easter Sunday at 9:00 am in the Sanctuary
With the dedication of the newly remodeled Altar area
Sunday Worship
Music – will expand to include the Opening Hymn and Closing Hymn
Bulletin – layout may change as needed
More traditional of when to stand and when to be seated
Discussion on whether to continue recording the Sunday Worship Service
Will continue through May and then look at Summer Schedule
Choir—Not at this time – looking at possibilities and options this Fall
Events
- Don Kneisler & Sherry Rasmussen
Pastor Ralph 25th Anniversary of his ELCA Ordination
June 13, 2021
Volunteers to help with the planning
Catering by Renard's
Guest List—Music-Reception
Pastor Ralph 50th Anniversary of Christian Leadership
8. OLD BUSINESS:
Synod Assembly—May 14th & 15th (ZOOM MEETING) Judy Trow and Pastor Ralph delegates
9. NEW BUSINESS:: No New Business
10. NEXT MEETING:

Thursday, April 13th at 6:30 pm—Devotions by Sherry Rasmussen

11. ADJOURMENT: 7:50 p,m. Motion by: Rick Manning / Aaron Hankermeyer
Adjourn at: 7:30
12. LORD’S PRAYER

Approved YES
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“ONE DAY”
One day there'll be no more waiting left for our souls
One day there'll be no more children longing for home
One day when the kingdom comes right here where we stand
We will see the promised land
One day there'll be no more lives taken too soon
One day there'll be no more need for a hospital room
One day every tear that falls will be wiped by His hand
We will see the promised land
Hallelujah, there will be healing
From this heartbreak we've been feeling
We'll sing in the darkest night 'Cause we know that the light will come
And there will be healing, hallelujah
One day there'll be no more anger left in our eyes
One day the color of our skin won't cause a divide
One day we'll be family standing hand in hand
And we will see the promised land, we will see the promised land
Hallelujah, there will be healing
From this heartbreak we've been feeling
We'll sing in the darkest night 'Cause we know that the light will come
And there will be healing, hallelujah
Oh, yeah
I believe there will be healing, hallelujah
One day every knee will bow, every tongue will confess
One day when our tired and weary bones find their rest
One day when the power of evil is brought to an end
We will see the promised land, we will see the promised land
Hallelujah, there will be healing
From this heartbreak we've been feeling
We'll sing in the darkest night 'Cause we know that the light will come
And there will be healing, hallelujah
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Women’s Bible Study will begin May 19, 2021 at 9:30 a.m. in the fellowship. Pastor Ralph will lead
an in-depth study titled “Women Of The Bible”. Please contact Pastor Ralph if you are interested in
attending the onsite study.

INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
920 499-2011
incarnationgb@gmail.com
2071 Ninth Street
Green Bay, WI 54304
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

PLEASE JOIN US FOR WORSHIP IN THE NEWLY REMODELED SANCTUARY EACH SUNDAY AT
9:00 A.M.. NO RESERVATIONS NECESSARY; HOWEVER, WE ARE STILL REQUIRING MASKS AND
PRACTICING SOCIAL DISTANCING AT THIS TIME. COMMUNION IS OFFERED THE FIRST AND
THIRD SUNDAY. WHEN ENTERING THE CHURCH ON COMMUNION SUNDAY, PLEASE TAKE AN
INDIVIDUAL SERVING OF THE SACREMENTS WHICH WILL BE USED DURING THE SERVICE..
THE OFFERING PLATE IS LOCATED AT THE ENTRANCE FOR YOUR GIFTS WHICH WILL BE
BROUGHT TO THE ALTAR DURING THE OPENING HYMN.

