Incarnation Image
Question 1: “Why Go to Church?”
If you’re spiritually alive, you’re going to love this! If you’re spiritually
dead, you won’t want to read it. If you’re spiritually curious, there is
still hope!
A churchgoer wrote a letter to the editor of a local newspaper and complained that it made
no sense to go to church every Sunday. “I’ve gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and in
that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons. But for the life of me, I can’t
remember a single one of them. So, I’m wasting my time, and the pastors are wasting
theirs by giving sermons at all.”
This started a real controversy in the “Letters to the Editor” column of the local newspaper,
much to the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks until someone wrote the clincher:
“I’ve been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals.
But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But
know this. They all nourished me and gave me the strength needed to do my work. If my
wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had
not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!” When you are
DOWN to nothing…God is Up to something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible,
and receives the impossible! Thank God for the physical and the spiritual nourishment we
find at Incarnation!
Maybe it is time all of us open our hearts, our minds, and our mouths to the feeding of the
Spirit. After all, you can lead a parishioner to church, but you cannot make that parishioner
drink in the Spirit unless they want to. God is not only a present help in the time of
trouble, but also a great help in keeping us out of trouble.”
Question 2: “What Attracts People to a Church?”
Why do people select a particular church? A convenient location? Yes. A good speaker in
the pulpit? Yes. Inspiring music? Yes. An attractive building? Yes. A particular name such
as Incarnation? Yes. A friend’s invitation? Yes. The prompting of the Holy Spirit? Yes.
But a more essential element in attracting visitors, newcomers, and prospective members
is friendliness—both in the pew and throughout the community. Where there is a warm,
dynamic congregation with an enthusiasm that’s contagious, visitors will usually be found,
and will return.
A church can buy many advantages with money, such as nice buildings, trained leadership,
effective advertising, and an abundance of supplies for spiritual and social use. But oldfashioned friendliness, of which the world is sorely in need, can’t be purchased with money. It comes only from the hearts of dedicated people like the parishioners of Incarnation
who love God and enjoy helping others feel at home in their church.
Question 3: “What Is a Trivial Christian?”
The great tragedy of today’s convenient world is that you can live a trivial life and get away
with it.” Let’s be honest: There is no such thing as a trivial Christian. There is a saying,
“Your life may be the only Bible your friends ever read.” There is truth at the core of this
saying. What does your unchurched friend see when looking at the way you live out your
faith? Does he or she see someone who dutifully goes to church every Sunday, but who
never extends the compassion of Christ into the lives of others? Does he or she see
someone who worships but gossips about and slanders recklessly others whenever the
opportunity arises? Or does he or she see someone whose faith is “a risky, surprised-filled
venture, lived tiptoe at the edge of expectation?”

Peace and love, Pastor Ralph
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Summer Midweek Mediations!
In lieu of an in person midweek summer worship service, this year Pastor Ralph
provides a weekly meditation online each Wednesday throughout the summer!
Each week’s meditation is 10-15 minutes in length, and features a reading of a biblical
passage, commentary on its meaning, and prayers. Pastor films each mediation in his
gardens, weather permitting. Topics
covered so far include creation,
Adam and Eve in the garden of
Eden, sin entering the world, and
the promise of a coming savior.
Summer Midweek Mediations can be
accessed on our website—
www.incarnationgb.com or directly
on our church YouTube page—
Incarnation Lutheran Church - Green
Bay, WI.

JULY MEDITATION SCHEDULE
July 7: Genesis 4—Cain & Abel
July 14: Genesis 5— The History of God’s People Adam through Noah
July 21: Genesis 6-9—The Flood
July 28: Genesis 11— The Tower of Babel

ELECTRONICS AND METAL RECYCLING EVENT
An electronics and metal recycling event has been scheduled for July 31, 2021
beginning at 8:00AM in the Incarnation Lutheran Church parking lot.

Anything metal or with a cord can be recycled at this event.
Please save your items and bring them that Saturday morning!

WORSHIP LESSON READERS
July 4 — Don Kneisler

August 8 — Sandy Krakow

July 11—Jean Watson

August 15 — Jean Watson

July 18 — Ken Anderson

August 22 — Ken Anderson

July 25 — Karen Nantelle

August 29 — Karen Nantelle

August 1 — Bonnie Zima

September 5 — Bonnie Zima
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Summer Stewardship Appeal!
Summer is here! Heat, Drought, Vacations and Summer Events are all in full swing!
This is also the time of year when Incarnation Lutheran Church starts to take a look at
our summer issues. Sunday Summer Services are a bit relaxed and may move to the
fellowship hall where there is air conditioning. Pastor Ralph is putting a midweek service
online so anyone can view it at anytime or anyplace. And our treasurer is reviewing our
financial statements to see where we stand.

Everyone knows that summer attendance is down and along with attendance; our giving
seems to go down as well. What the Stewardship Committee would like to do is to
somehow keep the tithing going throughout the summer.
At ILC, we still have our monthly bills to cover. So, as you go out and enjoy the summer,
keep Incarnation in mind. Our little family church needs to continue to pay its bills and
with your help we can do it over the summer. If you know you can’t make it to church on
a particular Sunday, you might be able to increase your tithing over a couple of weeks to
cover the Sundays you will be gone. Or, you can always mail your tithing to the church or
donate online through our website. We can even work with you to set up an electronic
account that is safe and secure. We thank you for your pledge and we couldn’t keep the
church running without you, Thank You!
Please take some time this summer and remember Incarnation Lutheran Church in both
your prayers and in your charitable giving. Be Safe, Be Happy, and think of those around
you!
In Christ, your Stewardship Chairman
Allan Kvam

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY—NOW TWICE PER MONTH!
Women’s Bible Study using the WELCA Gather magazine will take place on July 8 at
10:30AM at the home of Jean Watson. This Bible Study session also features a pot luck
lunch. Please bring a dish to share! If you have any questions about this study, please
contact Jean Watson.
Women’s Bible Study with Pastor Ralph meets on July 21 at 9:30AM to continue the
in-depth look at the “Women of the Bible”. If you have any questions about this study,
please contact Pastor Ralph.
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Fellow Christians in need:
New Hope United Methodist Church
On Friday, June 25, 2021, a fire erupted at New Hope United Methodist Church and the
attached Chicago Street Pub (Formerly The Swan Club). Firefighters worked feverously for
more than five hours in an attempt to quell the blaze. Despite their efforts, both New Hope
United Methodist Church and the Chicago Street Pub were destroyed. Thanks to the quick
actions of those on the scene when the fire broke out and the grace of God, no one was
harmed at either venue.
Bethany United Methodist Church has offered the use of its worship space to the people of New
Hope to hold services indefinitely, and the congregation began worshiping there on Sunday,
June 27.
Please consider making a monetary donation towards the future ministries and reconstruction
of New Hope UMC. Donations can be made in the following ways:
•

A donation box is present at Bethany UMC (1110 Echo Ln Green Bay, WI 54304).

•

Donations can be made directly to New Hope UMC through Tithe.ly on their website
(newhopedepere.com).

•

Donations can be made to Incarnation with a memo directing them to New Hope UMC.
Incarnation will pass along all donations directly to New Hope UMC.

Donations are also being accepted towards the employee salaries and reconstruction of Chicago
Street
Pub
by
searching
for
Chicago
Street
Pub
Relief
on
GoFundMe
(www.gofundme.com/f/chicago-street-pub-relief).

A MESSAGE FROM NEW HOPE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH — JUNE 25, 2021
As the New Hope Church continues to burn, we remind ourselves that the church is made up of its people
and not a building. By design or by prophetic proclamation, the people of the New Hope church give thanks
to God that everyone is safe.
We were organized on the belief that a new United Methodist Church could provide the Good News and
support for those in need in a growing area. Our belief that God is good remains resolute. With the guidance
of the Spirit we will rise again and spread the Good News, to help those in need, and to fight for justice in our
area and throughout the world. We are called to make disciples of Jesus for the transformation of the world.
When the flames are extinguished, may the fire of a new
Pentecost for the body of the church guide us in the mission in
which she was founded- to bring new hope once again.
Please join the members and friends of New Hope as our
prayers go out to all the firefighters and those assisting with the
fire.
Pastor Rick Haberland
New Hope UMC

INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
920 499-2011
incarnationgb@gmail.com
2071 Ninth Street
Green Bay, WI 54304
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

A THANK YOU TO THE
PEOPLE OF INCARNATION FROM
PASTOR RALPH
Beloved People of Incarnation,
I thank you from the bottom of my heart
for the enthusiastic celebration of my
50 years in Christian Education and 25
years in Word and Sacrament Ministry.
The outpouring of your well wishes,
encouragement, and gifts only
strengthen my belief that God truly
intended us to be in ministry together. I
cherish our ministry together here at Incarnation Lutheran Church, and hope
that our ministry is as rewarding for you as it is for me. Special thanks to all
those who assisted in the planning process, setup and decoration, and day
of the celebration itself — you are greatly appreciated — it could not have
been such a success without you! It is my sincerest hope and prayer that God
will continue to bless all that we do in His name.
Pastor Ralph

