Incarnation Image
Dear Pastor,
Here is the question I want you to consider as we begin the year
2022. What did the Nativity event mean to the angels? We know what
the birth of Christ meant to Mary and Joseph. We know King Herod’s
reaction. And we understand the worshipping of the Magi and the presentation of their gifts.
But what about the angels? How did they react to the event? Did they merely see, say, and
sing? Or was there more to it than that? And what should we do?
Dear Parishioner,
1 Timothy 3:16 says: “Here is the great mystery of our religion: Christ came as a
human. [At Christ’s baptism] the Spirit proved that Christ pleased God, and he was seen by
angels. Christ was preached to the nations. People in this world put their faith in him, and he
was taken up again to glory [where he sits at the right hand of the Father]. The words, “he was
seen by angels” tell us quite a bit, but these same words also leave us with some mysteries as
well.
Let’s start with some of the things we know according to Scripture. We know when God
created the heavens and the earth God created human beings as the pinnacle of God’s earthly
creation. God also created the angels as the pinnacle of God’s creation in heaven. But we must
never forget that the angels are not God. They were created by God. The first chapter of the
Book of Hebrews is written to remind us of the great differences between God, and more
specifically the Son of God, and the angels.
Angels are not omniscient. Only God knows all things. 1 Peter 1:10-12 says: “Some
prophets told how kind God would be to you, and they searched hard to find out more about
the way you would be saved. They preached to you by the power of the Holy Spirit, who was
sent from heaven. And their message was only for you, even though angels would like to know
more about it.” Yes, angels don’t know everything. Only God does. And yes, angels would like
to learn more.
Angels are not omnipresent either. That is, they are not present everywhere. Only God
is. Angels are sent to specific places at specific times for specific tasks. Such was the case
when Gabriel was sent to Mary. Angels are not omnipotent, all powerful either. Only God is.
Angels are servants, messengers of God, with power to execute the will of God as they did
when they ministered to Jesus in Gethsemane. Angels also act as God’s agents on earth. They
protect God’s people as Daniel was protected in the lion’s den. They also punish God’s people
when they sin against God. Or they punish the enemies of God’s people as angels will do at the
end of time as they cast those who are evil and refuse to acknowledge Christ as their Lord and
Savior into hell.
The Bible also indicates that some angels joined in the great beginning of evil by
participating in the rebellion of Satan, and as punishment they lost their position in heaven.
But our focus should be and will be the next few months on the angels of God, the multitude of
God’s created beings and servants in heaven, whose only experience has been the joy of
serving God and participating in God’s plan to bring about blessing on earth. And if angels are
the pinnacle of God’s creation in heaven, then it should not surprise us that when heaven and
earth touch and meet at the end of time, angel cheerleaders will be there glorifying and
praising God and encouraging us to join in and do the same.
Over the next few months as we approach the season of Lent, I will continue to explore
this topic of angels with you. Consider these questions as you wait for the next newsletter. 1)
What do you know about angels? Where did you get those ideas? Are your ideas biblical? How
does popular art portray angels? Why are angels so misrepresented in our society, or are they?

Shalom, Pastor Ralph
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JANUARY CALENDAR
1/2 — 9:00AM — Sunday Morning Worship (Holy Communion)
1/9 — 9:00AM — Sunday Morning Worship
1/16 — 9:00AM — Sunday Morning Worship (Holy Communion)

1/16 — FOLLOWING WORSHIP — CONGREGATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING
1/19 — 9:30AM — Women’s Bible Study (With Pastor Ralph @ Incarnation)
1/20 — 6:30PM — Church Council Meeting (All Members Invited to Attend!)
1/23 — 9:00AM — Sunday Morning Worship
1/30 — 9:00AM — Sunday Morning Worship

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR RALPH
Dear Members of the Incarnation Family,
Grace and peace to you from our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ. Our annual meeting
will be held on January 16, 2022. Although Annual meetings have always been
considered important, this meeting is vitally important. One might even say this
meeting is critical to the future of our worshiping body, the ship known as Incarnation.
Not only must we elect new church council members and approve a budget for 2022,
but we must also have a discussion regarding how we will continue to move forward as
a worshiping community. Yes, fellow passengers, in no uncertain terms the ship known
as Incarnation is taking on water. We are at the point where we must determine if we
can stay afloat and if so, how. Without the input and above all the prayers of anyone
and everyone riding the ship, at some point our bailing efforts may fail, and we will
have to board the lifeboats and abandon ship. So, as your duly appointed captain I request, no I implore you, to attend the Annual Meeting on January 16. I personally want
our ship to right itself before it is too late, but it will mean that all hands are needed on
deck and below deck if we are to be successful. In conclusion I am drawn to hymn 755:
Jesus Savior pilot me [us] over life’s tempestuous sea; unknown waves before me [us]
roll hiding rock and treach’rous shoal; chart and compass come from thee. Jesus
Savior, pilot me [us].
God bless our efforts together,
Pastor Ralph

WORSHIP LESSON READERS
January 2 — Karen Nantelle
January 9 — Sandy Krakow
January 16 — Ken Anderson
January 23 — Dennis Finell

January 30 — Linda Snell

February 6 — Bonnie Zima
February 13 — Karen Nantelle
February 20 — Sandy Krakow
February 27 — Ken Anderson
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Christmas Tree Trimming
— An Annual Tradition!
A special thank you to all
involved in this year’s Christmas
Tree Trimming! Pictured are
Scott Liddicoat, Sandy Krakow,
Barb Joachim, Delores Rosio, and
Jan Finell. Not pictured are
Myrna Herrbold, Rick Manning,
and Dennis Finell.
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treasurer’s report

ANGEL TREE 2021
A big warm thank you to
all who participated in
buying gifts for the angel
tree so some unfortunate
children will have a merrier Christmas.
— Sandy Krakow

A THANK YOU FROM PASTOR RALPH
Dear Members of Incarnation,
I want to thank all of you for the generous Christmas gift that was given to me this
year. I also want to thank you for
another fruitful year of mission
and ministry together in Christ’s
name. Although Covid-19 has put
a damper on some of our
activities, it is my hope and prayer
that, together in Christ, with the
help of the Holy Spirit, we will
continue to find news ways of
being God’s family together and in
the World.
With a thankful heart,
Pastor Ralph

INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
920 499-2011
incarnationgb@gmail.com
2071 Ninth Street
Green Bay, WI 54304
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR JANUARY
January 1: 2 Samuel 5:11—6:23,
1 Chronicles 13-16
January 2: Psalm 1-2, 15 , 22-24, 47, 68
January 3: Psalm 89, 96, 100-101, 105, 132
January 4: 2 Samuel 7, 1 Chronicles 17
January 5: Psalm 25, 29, 33, 36, 39
January 6: 2 Samuel 10, 1 Chronicles 19,
Psalm 20
January 7: Psalm 65-67, Psalm 69-70
January 8: 2 Samuel 11-12, 1 Chronicles 20
January 9: Psalm 32, 51, 86, 122
January 10: 2 Samuel 13-15
January 11: Psalm 3-4, 12-13, 28, 55
January 12: 2 Samuel 16-18
January 13: Psalm 26, 40, 58, 61-62, 64
January 14: 2 Samuel 19-21
January 15: Psalm 5, 38, 41-42

January 16: 2 Samuel 22-23, Psalm 57

January 17: Psalm 95, 97-99
January 18: 2 Samuel 24, 1 Chronicles 21-22,
Psalm 30
January 19: Psalm 108-110
January 20: 1 Chronicles 23-25
January 21: Psalm 131, 138-139, 143-145
January 22: 1 Chronicles 26-29, Psalm 127

January 23: Psalm 111-118
January 24: 1 Kings 1-2, Psalm 37, 71, 94
January 25: Psalm 119:1-88
January 26: 1 Kings 3-4, 2 Chronicles 1,
Psalm 72
January 27: Psalm 119:89-176
January 28: Song of Solomon 1-8
January 29: Proverbs 1-3
January 30: Proverbs 4-6
January 31: Proverbs 7-9

