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Dear Pastor,
I have always wondered about the relationship between Advent
and Christmas. When I was young, the month of December had a
Christmas flair to it. But everything was about Santa Claus, presents, and parties. Why
do things seem so different now that I am a practicing Christian?
Dear Parishioner,
Thanks for your question. Here are the straight facts. Advent is a period of four
weeks that prepares us for the Christmas event. The season of Advent is about waiting
for the coming of the Lord. Perhaps when you were young your family was more
caught up in our cultural way of celebrating Christmas. You know, the manger
appeared under the tree, but Santa, parties, and presents were the important things
celebrated.
However, in the Church during Advent, the people of God wait. We wait for and
celebrate Christ’s arrival that happened some 2000 years ago. And we wait for Christ’s
arrival that is yet to occur at the end of time. We journey then toward Bethlehem in
the comforting but challenging reality of the “already,” Christ’s birth and the “not yet”,
that which is still to occur, the Second Coming. We travel with holy anticipation then to
meet the newborn king in the manger.
And at the same time, we prepare ourselves for the return of the King of kings in all
his glory at the end of time. The mood of Advent then is one of longing not for Santa
and presents but for THE present, the infant Jesus lying in a manger who will return to
establish his kingdom as King of kings and Lord of lords at the end of time. The mood
of Advent is one then of longing fulfilled and longing still waiting to be fulfilled.
As the body of Christ, we carry many different longings. What were, for example,
the longings of the original hearers of Luke’s gospel? What did they expect from the
promised Messiah? A conquering king? A mighty warrior? An avenger perhaps? And
what do we expect in Christ’s Second Coming? An earthly king or a heavenly king? A
new heaven and a new earth? Peace on earth good will to all? A time of final conflict
between good and evil? The joy of heaven or God forbid the fires of hell?
The truth is the season of Advent also unfolds against the backdrop of deliverance
from oppression. When Jesus first came as an infant, it was deliverance from the
Romans that the Jews thought they desperately needed. But in our time, we know and
understand what is rightfully needed: final deliverance from the power of sin, the
power of death, and the power of the devil. Yet even today, oppression persists in our
world, as the long-awaited deliverance tarries. As the long-awaited deliverance drags
on and on….
Finally, we must remember that people continue to struggle during the holiday
season and cannot wait one more minute for Jesus to be a part of their lives. So, it is
important that we who truly know the love of Jesus lean on the already, the here and
the now. Why? Because Advent is all about hope for today and hope for tomorrow.
What better Christmas present can we give to another who is hungry, sick, homeless,
or forgotten than the love Christ has placed into our hearts. Yes, every day we must
practice what Christ preaches. But this time of year, instead of so many parties and
presents maybe it is better for us to give of ourselves and what Christ has given to us.
Yes, there are still others who need Christ and the God given blessings we have that
we can share with them.
Shalom, Pastor Ralph
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DECEMBER CALENDAR
12/1 — 6:30PM — “People of the Nativity” Advent Bible Study (In Person & Zoom)
12/4 — 1:00PM — Memorial Visitation for Rodney Hughes @ Incarnation
12/4 — 1:00PM — Memorial Visitation for Jean Watson @ Lyndahl Funeral Home
12/4 — 2:00PM — Memorial Service for Rodney Hughes @ Incarnation
12/4 — 3:00PM — Memorial Service for Jean Watson @ Lyndahl Funeral Home
12/5 — 9:00AM — Sunday Morning Worship (Holy Communion)
12/8 — 9:30AM — Women’s Bible Study (Gather Magazine @ Incarnation)
12/8 — 6:30PM — “People of the Nativity” Advent Bible Study (In Person & Zoom)
12/9 — 6:30PM — Church Council Meeting (All Members Invited to Attend!)
12/12 — 9:00AM — Sunday Morning Worship
12/15 — 6:30PM — “People of the Nativity” Bible Study (In Person & Zoom)
12/19 — 9:00AM — Sunday Morning Worship (Holy Communion)
12/22 — 6:30PM — “People of the Nativity” Bible Study (In Person & Zoom)
12/24 — 2:00PM — Christmas Eve Worship (Holy Communion)

12/25 — Christmas Blessings from Incarnation!
12/26 — 9:00AM — Sunday Morning Worship (Service of Lessons and Carols)
12/29 — 6:30PM — “People of the Nativity” Bible Study (In Person & Zoom)

JANUARY 16, 2022 — FOLLOWING WORSHIP — CONGREGATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING

WORSHIP LESSON READERS
December 5 — Dennis Finell

January 2 — Karen Nantelle

December 12 — Linda Snell

January 9 — Sandy Krakow

December 19 — Scott Liddicoat

January 16 — Ken Anderson

Fri. Dec. 24 — Don Kneisler

January 23 — Dennis Finell

December 26 — Bonnie Zima

January 30 — Linda Snell

A Note from Don & Kaye Sterling:
OOPS! We forgot to include our new Florida address last month.
Here it is for anyone who is interested:
Don & Kaye Sterling
12116 SW CR 769, Lot 103
Lake Suzy, FL. 34269
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Christmas Poinsettias Available for Order Now!
Please consider helping to decorate our sanctuary this Christmas Eve by
purchasing a Poinsettia! This year, our Poinsettias are large, red, single stem
plants with decorative foil and bow at a cost of $15 each. Plants will be used to
decorate the sanctuary for the 2:00PM worship service on Christmas Eve, and
can be taken home immediately following worship. Each plant may be ordered
with a special message in memory or honor of an individual or group. Memorial
or honorary messages will be publicized in the bulletin on Christmas Eve.
You may return the order form below
by mail, order by emailing the church
office at incarnationgb@gmail.com, or
order by returning one of the printed
order forms available in the Narthex to
the mailbox outside the office door or
through the offering plate. Payment
can be made at the time of order, or
will be collected at a later date

Order forms are due to the church
office by Sunday, December 21.

2021 Christmas Poinsettia Order Form
Cost: $15 per plant

Orders Due to Office by Sunday, December 21

NAME:_______________________________________________
In memory of
In Honor of

Plant 1:______________________________________________
In memory of
In Honor of

Plant 2:______________________________________________
In memory of
In Honor of

Plant 3:______________________________________________
Please write your name on the top line. Check the corresponding “In memory” or “In honor”
box for each plant you wish to order, and write the message you wish to wish to appear in the
bulletin on the line next to the plant number. Thank you!
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treasurer’s report

Please Note— The November and December Financial Update Will Be Available In the January Newsletter.
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Worship Service Recordings Now Available Online!
Were you unable to attend worship in person this week?

Do you have friends, family, or neighbors who aren’t able to attend worship
frequently or are looking for a church home?
Every worship service held at Incarnation is once again available for viewing
online through our church website and our YouTube channel!
This is a great way for you to stay connected with Incarnation when you are
unable to attend, and to introduce others to our congregation and worship.
To view our recorded worship services, simply visit our church website at
www.incarnationgb.com or search for Incarnation Lutheran Church - Green
Bay, WI on YouTube.
Services are available to view by 12:00 noon the day after they take place at the
latest, barring technical complications.
As seen below, the most recent worship service can be watched directly on our
website homepage.
Using the web browser of your choice on any
computer or mobile device, visit
www.incarnationgb.com
To begin watching the service, simply click the
play button here:

If you wish to make the video bigger, you must
visit YouTube by clicking the
Watch on YouTube button here:

To visit our YouTube channel and view
any previous services you may have missed,
or to subscribe to our channel and
receive instant notifications when a
service is posted click this button here:

INCARNATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
920 499-2011
incarnationgb@gmail.com
2071 Ninth Street
Green Bay, WI 54304
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR DECEMBER

December 1: Judges 10-12

December 18: Ps. 121, 123-125, 128-130

December 2: Judges 13-15

December 19: 2 Samuel 1-4

December 3: Judges 16-18

December 20: Ps. 6, 8-10, 14, 16, 19, 21

December 4: Judges 19-21

December 21: 1 Chronicles 1-2

December 5: Ruth 1-4

December 22: Ps. 43-45, 49,84-85, 87

December 6: 1 Samuel 1-3

December 23: 1 Chronicles 3-5

December 7: 1 Samuel 4-8

December 24: Psalm 73, 77-78

December 8: 1 Samuel 9-12

December 25: 1 Chronicles 6

December 9: 1 Samuel 13-14

December 26: Psalm 81, 88, 92-93

December 10: 1 Samuel 15-17

December 27: 1 Chronicles 7-10

December 11: 1 Sam. 18-19, Psalm 11, 59

December 28: Psalm 102-104

December 12: 1 Samuel 21-24

December 29: 2 Sam. 5:1-10, 1 Chr. 11-12

December 13: Psalm 7, 27, 31, 34, 52

December 30: Psalm 133

December 14: Psalm 56, 120, 140-142

December 31: Psalm 106-107

December 15: 1 Samuel 25-27
December 16: Psalm 17, 35, 54, 63
December 17: 1 Samuel 28-31,
Psalm 18

